
APPM 2360 Differential Equations Fall 2009

Lecture 010, MWF 8:00–8:50 AM, ECCR 200
Yi Zhu, ECCR 251, 492-4543
yi.zhu@colorado.edu
Office Hours: M 9:00–11:00 AM, W 9:00AM-10:00AM

Lecture 020, MWF 11:00–11:50 AM, ECCR 265
Keith Julien, ECOT 321, 492-5753
julien@colorado.edu
Office Hours: MW 1:00–3:00 PM

Lecture 030, MWF 12:00–12:50 PM, ECCR 200
Keith Julien, ECOT 321, 492-4753
julien@colorado.edu
Office Hours: MW 1:00–3:00 PM

Lecture 050, MWF 9:00–9:50 AM, BESC 185
Sujeet Bhat, ECOT 338, 735-6205
sujeet.bhat@colorado.edu
Office Hours: MWF 10:00-11:00 AM

Course Goals: To learn the concepts and techniques of ordinary differential equations and linear algebra.
Topics include qualitative methods, linear and nonlinear ODEs, and first and second order systems.

Text: Differential Equations and Linear Algebra, by Farlow, Hall, McDill & West (2nd edition).

Recitations: Recitations meet for 1 hour on Thursdays. The purpose of the recitation is partly to help you
with the homework and labs. More importantly, the recitation is intended to further clarify Differential
Equations concepts.

Homework: To do well in this course, attend the lectures and do (and understand) the homework. Ask
questions. Homework will be collected in recitation except for midterm exam weeks where they are
due at the end of Mondays lecture. Late homework will not be accepted or graded; you must show all
your work in your homework. Homework problems and due dates are available on the course webpage
(under the “schedule” tab). The problems listed are those that are to be turned in for credit; however,
it is your responsibility to do as many problems as is necessary to understand the material and know
how to do the graded problems.

Exams: There will be three unit exams and a comprehensive final. The unit exams will be given on Wednes-
days (Sept. 23, Oct. 21, and Nov. 18) from 7:15-8:45 PM, with no exceptions. The final exam is
Saturday, Dec 12, from 10:30AM–1:00 PM. There will be no make-up exams or early exams. If you are
sick during a unit exam, please bring a note from your doctor verifying your illness. Your course grade
will then be determined by the rest of your course work. No notes, or electronic devices are allowed in
the exams. A one–page (double sided) crib sheet is allowed in the exam. If you have any unavoidable
schedule conflicts with the exams, including three or more final exams on the same day, you must
bring this to the attention of your professor by Sept. 14c.

Disability Services: A special needs room for people with documented disabilities will be provided for each
exam. If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, you must submit a letter to the
instructor no later than Friday, Sept. 14 so that your needs may be addressed. Disability Services
determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322
and http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.

Projects: You will turn in three projects for this course. Projects and due dates will be posted on the course
web site. You may work in groups of 3 people or fewer and you can work with students in any section of
this course. If you work in a group, only one paper copy and one electronic copy needs to be submitted
for the whole group. All group members will receive the same grade; the instructors will not arbitrate
on internal group disputes. Late projects will not be accepted or graded. All reports must also be
submitted electronically to the AMESS system (which will be linked from the course homepage). In the
projects, you will investigate certain topics in differential equations in more detail, perform some of your
analysis in a computer software package (Mathematica, Matlab, or MVT), and turn in a write-up of your
results. APPM 2460 is a one-credit course specifically designed to help you with the projects and use of
mathematical software. While not required, you are encouraged to sign up for APPM 2460. Please direct
questions about APPM 2460 to the coordinator, Ted Galanthay (Theodore.Galanthay@colorado.edu).



Re-grades: If an exam or lab has been incorrectly graded, you must submit a written request for a re-
grade within two weeks of the day the exam or lab was returned in class. The request must spec-
ify why there was an error in the grading; requests such as “please regrade question 3”, “too many
points were deducted” and “I feel I deserved more points” will not be accepted. Problems with the
exams should be directed to your instructor; problems with the labs should be directed to Ted Galan-
thay (Theodore.Galanthay@colorado.edu).

Dropping the course: Advice from the Dean’s office is recommended before dropping any course. After Oct.
10 dropping the course is possible only with a petition approved by the Dean’s office.

Extra help: You are encouraged to get extra help whenever you need it. The TAs and instructors each have
office hours, which are posted on the webpage. You may go to any instructor’s or TA’s posted office
hours, even if they are not your regular instructor or TA. Also, the CU Residence Halls run regular
Math Labs and tutoring is available through the dorms or the Engineering Peer Advocates. In addition,
review sessions will take place in class just before each exam. Finally, evening tutoring help is available
through the online tutoring program, https://www.cusys.edu/academicaffairs/onlinetutoring/.

Course web page: (http://amath.colorado.edu/courses/2360) You will find useful information on the course
web page, such as homework assignments and solutions, practice exams with solutions, and where to
go if you are having trouble with course material (such as office hours and tutoring options).

Bluebooks: Each student is required to purchase five 8.5 × 11 bluebooks and give them to the TA by the
second recitation (Sep. 12). You will be penalized 5 homework points for failing to turn in your blue
books on time. The books will be distributed at the exams, so please do not write anything (not even
your name) on the books.

Academic Honesty: Students are encouraged to work in groups, however, all work turned in must be
your own. Violation of the CU Student Honor Code http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode
or the College of Engineering’s Academic Honesty Advising Guidelines
http://www.colorado.edu/engineering/ar_ugradadvising.html will result in an overall grade of F in this
course and further sanctions from the university.

Grade determination: There are a total of 800 points for the course. The points are distributed over
homework assignments (150 points), projects (150 points), three unit exams (100 points each), and a
cumulative final exam (200 points).

A grade of C- or better is required in this course for Engineering majors (C for Aerospace). In order
to attain a grade of C- or better in the course, you must achieve a grade of at least C- in the exams
(overall), regardless of your homework and project grades.


